
Morocco’s Desert Wonders: Unraveling the Beauty of the Sahara

Description

“The desert, when the sun comes up. I couldn’t tell where heaven stopped and
the Earth began.“     
Forrest Gump as said by actor tom hanks

We welcome guest author and travel blogger Bella Pual, who shares Morocco’s Desert 
Wonders and why this destination should be on your travel list. 
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The world’s largest hot desert is the Sahara Desert. It extends across North Africa for over 3,000 miles,
and its fantastic golden dunes make it an excellent place for adventurers to explore. The desert also
covers 11 African countries, such as Morocco, Algeria, and Egypt. The edges of the desert keep
changing because it doesn’t rain much, and the weather is constantly changing, too.

In Morocco, the Sahara is in the southern part, close to the border with Algeria. You must first cross the
Atlas Mountains and reach Ouarzazate to get there. People often call Ouarzazate the “gateway to the
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Sahara.” After you leave Ouarzazate, you’ll drive through empty lands with rocky, flat areas before
finally arriving at the heart of the desert.

If you are looking for Cheap holidays in 2025 and want to create an itinerary of your own, then this is
the right place for you!

Places to Visit On Your Sahara Escapade
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When people picture the Sahara Desert, they often think of endless golden dunes. And that’s precisely
what you’ll see in the Moroccan Sahara! Travelers can climb the dunes, enjoy beautiful sunrises and
sunsets, or relax in the peacefulness of the sand all around them.

The finest aspect? It doesn’t cost a lot of money to visit these fantastic locations. There are reasonably
priced flights to Morocco that can help you explore these wonders without emptying your wallet.

Erg Chebbi
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People really love coming to Erg Chebbi to see how the sand changes color as the sun moves. The
sand looks soft and light in the morning, but as the day goes on, it turns a beautiful golden color. There
are lots of enjoyable activities if you want to do more than merely observe the dunes!

Travelers can ride camels, go on exciting desert safaris, or spend a night camping under the stars. It’s
a fantastic experience!

Merzouga
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From this spot, you can jump on a camel, go on a guided tour, or wander on foot. The town is well-
known for both its connection to the desert and its amiable residents.

One of the most incredible things about Merzouga is how close it is to the vast sand dunes of Erg
Chebbi. Many visitors come here to experience life in the desert. At tiny eateries, you can eat
traditional Moroccan fare like tagine and couscous. These meals are cooked in clay pots, making them
super tasty.

Travelers will also hear fun Berber music in the streets and see local crafts sold at markets.
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The Draa Valley is a long, green place that snakes through the desert. Here, you’ll see tall palm trees,
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freshwater, and even small farms where local people grow fruits and vegetables. It’s a calm spot that
feels like paradise after the hot desert.

Zagora is a quiet town where you can visit local markets, see historical sites, and enjoy the peaceful
vibe. Draa Valley and Zagora should definitely be on your list if you want a true desert getaway!

Kasbah Ait Ben Haddou
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Kasbah Ait Ben Haddou feels like walking into a storybook. This old village, made from mud bricks,
looks just like it did hundreds of years ago. It’s no surprise that movies like Gladiator and Game of
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Thrones were filmed here! Travelers can walk through narrow streets that twist and turn when they
visit. Every corner has something interesting, like old towers and amazing views of the desert.

This village is a unique UNESCO World Heritage site. Exploring it will allow you to discover more about
Berber history and culture. Remember to bring your camera, too! The desert stretches out below you,
offering breathtaking views from the summit.

Top 5 Things to Do in the Sahara Desert

Here’s what you can do.

1. Take a Camel Trek
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Riding camels is a fun way to see how people in the desert used to live. As the camel walks over the
soft sand, you’ll feel the slow and peaceful way of desert life. These retreats usually end with a night
sleeping under the stars at a Berber camp.

When you’re booking a camel ride, it’s essential to pick a company that takes good care of their
camels. Staying overnight is better for the camels than a quick day trip because it gives them time to
rest at night.
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2. Spend the Night in a Desert Camp

Source: https://www.freepik.com/

If you want the whole desert experience, staying overnight in a camp in the Sahara is a must. Many of
these camps are run by Berber families, known for being super friendly. You’ll sleep in a comfy tent,
eat tasty traditional food, and drink mint tea while looking up at the stars.

One of the best parts of the night is watching the sunset over the dunes, as they change color from
gold to a deep purple and the sky fills with stars.

3. Try a Cycle Tour Through the Sahara
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Morocco is an excellent place for people who love riding bikes. The landscapes are different, with big
mountains and hot deserts close to each other. Cycling in the Sahara Desert is a cool adventure, but
it’s best to go with someone who knows the area well. There are bike tours that last a few days,
starting in the Atlas Mountains and taking you to the Sahara.

On the retreat, you’ll see impressive places like the old city of Ait Ben Haddou and the stunning Dades
Valley.
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4. Go Sandboarding

Source: https://www.freepik.com/

If you love adventure, sandboarding is a fantastic way to enjoy the Sahara’s big sand hills. It’s like
snowboarding, but on sand! You strap on a board and slide down the sandy slopes. If you’re just
starting, you can sit or lie on the board to make it easier. Two great places for sandboarding are Erg
Chebbi and Erg Chigaga. You can also try it at the Tifnit Dunes by the coast.
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5. Rock Climbing in Todra Gorge
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The tall, red cliffs stand over 400 meters high and have lots of climbing paths for everyone, no matter
how skilled you are. You can get a guide who will show you the best routes and give you safety gear.
Climbing here is an excellent way to see the stunning views of Morocco’s nature!

When to Visit the Sahara Desert
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You can visit the Sahara year-round, but each season offers different experiences.

Spring (March to May): This is one of the best times to visit because the weather is pleasant, with
daytime temperatures ranging from 20°C to 30°C. Nights are cooler, perfect for stargazing, and the
desert’s oases bloom with greenery.

Summer (June to August): The summer is extremely hot, reaching 45°C during the day. Many tours
stop running due to the heat, but the desert is much quieter if you can handle the weather.
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Autumn (September to November): The temperatures in autumn are milder, ranging from 25°C to
28°C during the day and cooler at night (15°C). It’s a quieter time to visit, as most tourists return home
after the summer.

Winter (December to February): Daytime temperatures are still comfortable (13°C to 20°C), but it
gets cold at night, sometimes dropping to 5°C. Sitting around a campfire under the stars with a warm
cup of mint tea makes winter in the desert a magical experience.

Planning a trip to Morocco? Check out our Morocco Travel Guide

What to Wear in the Sahara Desert
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The desert can be hot during the day and cold at night, so packing the right clothes is essential. To
stay cool during the day, wear light-colored, loose-fitting clothing. A wide-brimmed hat, sunglasses,
and plenty of sunscreen will help protect you from the sun. Pack aesthetic clothes that match the vibe
of the Desert. The temperature can drop at night, so bring warmer layers like a jacket and a scarf to
stay cozy around the campfire.

Sail Through the Desert on a Luxury Cruise
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Think cruises are only for the ocean? Think again! You can sail through the desert in style on a fancy
cruise from Ouarzazate to Marrakech. You’ll see the beautiful High Atlas Mountains, ancient kasbahs,
and cozy Berber villages as you travel.

On the cruise, you’ll enjoy tasty meals, fun shows, and a relaxing time. Travelers will also stop at
famous places and get a chance to learn about Morocco’s culture. This desert cruise is an excellent
way to discover the fantastic sights of Morocco!
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What to Expect on the Cruise

Luxury Travel: Gourmet food, live entertainment, and elegant accommodations.
Breathtaking Views: High Atlas Mountains and ancient kasbahs.
Cultural Stops: Discover Morocco’s history and local traditions along the way.

Conclusion

Have you ever dreamed of riding camels, checking out old castles, or wandering the desert? Morocco
is full of exciting adventures! The Sahara Desert is massive and has many amazing stories to tell. Each
visit is unique, and you can enjoy everything it offers. So, grab your bags, plan your journey, and get
ready to explore the magical wonders of Morocco’s desert!

FAQs

What’s the best time to visit the Sahara Desert? 

The best time to visit is spring (March to May) or autumn (September to November) when the weather
is comfortable.

Are the Sahara Desert tours family-friendly? 

Yes, many tours are great for families.

What is the most beautiful desert in Morocco?

Morocco’s most beautiful desert is often considered the Sahara Desert. Its vast golden dunes, stunning
landscapes, and unique rock formations create breathtaking views that are hard to match.

Can you see the Sahara Desert in Morocco?

Yes, you can see the Sahara Desert in Morocco! The desert stretches across the country’s
southeastern part.

What is the beauty of the Sahara Desert?

The beauty of the Sahara Desert lies in its endless sand dunes, sunsets, and starry night skies. The
colors change throughout the day, making every moment feel magical. You can also find unique plants
and animals that thrive in this harsh environment, adding to its charm.

Is it worth going to the Sahara Desert?
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Absolutely! Travelers can ride camels, camp under the stars, and enjoy the peacefulness of the desert.
It’s a great way to connect with nature and learn about the local culture.

Learn about the Magnificent Markets of Morocco
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Exploring Trim Castle: History, Architecture, and Visitor Guide
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Level8 Luggage Review: A New Standard in Travel Gear
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Why Milk is the Perfect Hydration Boost for Plane Travel
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