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Trim Castle Ireland

We call ourselves Castle Hunters. But how did we earn that title, and where did our passion for castles
begin? It all started in Ireland at the awe-inspiring Trim Castle. Built in the 12th century, it was the
largest Anglo-Norman fortress in Ireland. From the moment we saw it, we were hooked. It set us on an
unexpected path, one that would lead us to explore castles all over the world.

Ireland was our first trip together, and for Ryan, it was his first time traveling on vacation outside the
U.S. Ireland’s lush, rolling hills and misty landscapes, known as the Emerald Isle, were already
enchanting. But nothing could have prepared us for Trim Castle.

Passion for Castles

It was here that Ryan discovered his deep, unexpected love for castles. This was his first time viewing
something like this. Standing before that towering stone structure, he felt like a kid who’d just been
handed the best, most surprising gift. His excitement was infectious, his joy uncontainable. Joelle had
visited castles before, but this was her first time in Ireland. Something magical made the history of the
place come alive.

Ryan’s enthusiasm was impossible to resist, and soon, what started as a personal fascination turned
into a shared obsession. We began hunting castles on every trip, each one with its own unique story,
mystery, and charm. It’s a journey we never saw coming but one we can’t imagine living without. At the
end of 2024, we explored over 400 castles on four continents.
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Getting to Trim Castle

In the morning, nerves started to set in. We picked up our rental car in Dublin and braced ourselves for
a five-day road trip through Ireland. It was our first time driving on the “right” side of the road. While that
in itself was thrilling, little did we know the real adventure awaited us when we reached Trim.

The 40-minute drive from Dublin to Trim was quick but absolutely stunning. The Irish countryside
unfolded before us—rolling green hills, stone walls, and picturesque cottages. It was everything we had
imagined about Ireland and more.

But let’s say the drive wasn’t without its challenges. Between the unfamiliar road signs, narrow lanes,
and the occasional sheep grazing on the side of the road, it definitely wasn’t the smoothest ride. There
were a few close calls (okay, maybe more than a few), but somehow, we made it to Trim unscathed.

We’re pretty sure the locals were not happy with our leisurely pace. It was a struggle at first to stay on
the left side of the road. In the air, there was a constant sound of “To the left, to the left—no, not that
left.” The navigator is often in a fit of laughter while the driver (who, let’s be honest, may have been
very anxious) gets mad. All in all, it was a comically chaotic introduction to Irish driving.

Visiting Trim Castle
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Along the banks of the River Boyne, in the charming village of Trim, stands the impressive Trim
Castle—an iconic symbol of Ireland’s medieval past. As you approach the town, the towering outer
walls of the castle’s fortifications dominate the landscape. Trim Castle, built in the late 12th century, is
the largest and best-preserved Anglo-Norman castle in Ireland. Its imposing stone walls and striking
keep are a testament to the military might and architectural ingenuity of the time. The castle is
strategically located on the south bank of the River Boyne. This offers both a defensive position and
breathtaking views of the surrounding countryside.

Once you reach the parking area, you can take a short walk up a ramp that leads to the main
gatehouse. Entry to the castle grounds is a small fee that grants access to the outer sections of this
historic site. To really understand the scale of the castle, you’ll want to visit the Keep—the heart of Trim
Castle. Access to the Keep is only available through a guided tour. The cost was minimal. Trust us, it’s
worth it.

The Impressive Trim Castle Keep is the highlight

The Keep, dating back to the late 12th century, is a massive, imposing structure that was once the
center of life and power for the Anglo-Norman lords who ruled here. Standing in its shadow, you can’t
help but marvel at its enormity and craftsmanship. The guided tour, which lasts about 45 minutes, is
the perfect way to immerse yourself in the castle’s fascinating history. Our guide brought the place to
life with stories of sieges, political intrigue, and the daily lives of the castle’s inhabitants. It’s a great mix
of historical insight and lighthearted anecdotes that made the experience even more memorable.

As you ascend the stairs to the elevated entrance of the Keep, you begin to feel like you’re stepping
back in time. The views from the top are breathtaking—stretching over the village of Trim and the lush
Irish countryside. You can almost imagine what it must have been like centuries ago, watching over the
land from this fortress. Though we hadn’t planned to spend so much time there, the tour gave us a
deeper understanding of the castle’s importance. We also gained a renewed appreciation for its place
in Irish history.
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The Tour

Once inside the Keep, the true scale and history of Trim Castle begin to unfold. Your guide takes you
on a journey through time, revealing stories that span centuries. The tour is a blend of fascinating facts,
intriguing tidbits about the town of Trim, and details about the surrounding area. Whether you’re a
history buff or just curious about the past, you’ll find yourself completely immersed in the narrative of
this incredible fortress.

As you move from room to room and floor to floor, you’ll notice the modern metal and wooden
staircases that integrate thoughtfully into the structure. These pathways wind their way through the
castle, offering a unique perspective on the castle’s vastness. They allow you to get a real sense of the
thickness of the walls—nine feet thick in places. Walking along these stairs, you can almost feel the
weight of history pressing down around you. The stones that have stood for over 800 years seem to
hum with stories. The guide’s vivid descriptions help bring those tales to life.

Entering the Trim Castle Keep

At one point during the tour, you’ll ascend to the top of the Keep. The climb may take a few moments,
but the reward is well worth it. From the top, you’re greeted with a breathtaking 360-degree view that
sweeps over the town of Trim, the winding River Boyne below, and the vast Irish countryside. The sight
is nothing short of awe-inspiring, and in that moment, you understand why this site was chosen as a
stronghold for lords and soldiers centuries ago. It’s a “wow” moment that hits you with its beauty and
history all at once—like the icing on an already perfect cake.

It’s easy to imagine the castle in its prime standing up there: bustling with life, soldiers keeping watch,
and the sounds of everyday medieval life echoing through the stone walls. The view alone makes the
trip worthwhile, offering a rare glimpse into the world as it was. That moment, high above the town, is a
reminder of the castle’s enduring legacy and how it withstood the test of time.

Trim Castle Grounds
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Trim Castle Ireland

Before or after your tour, take the time to wander the beautifully preserved grounds of Trim Castle. The
interior spans about three acres, offering plenty of space to explore and absorb the atmosphere of this
historic site. A well-maintained path loops around the grounds, inviting you to take a leisurely walk and
fully appreciate the size and layout of the castle. As you circle the grounds, you will find the remnants
of the southern wall. As a result, you can imagine the fortress standing strong against invaders.

Throughout the curtain wall, you’ll find several towers that are open to visitors. These towers, once vital
defensive positions, give you a vivid sense of how the castle was designed for protection. Standing
inside these stone structures, you can almost hear the clash of armor and the cries of battle from
centuries ago.

At the entrance wall, the remains of the great hall and the cellars offer a glimpse into castle life. It’s not
hard to picture grand feasts, flickering firelight, and the hustle and bustle of medieval life as servants
scurried about and nobles held court. The echo of laughter and the clink of goblets seem to linger in
the air,

Trim Castle wasn’t just a military stronghold; it was a home and a community. For centuries, it housed
families who lived, worked, and raised children within these walls. If you listen closely, you can almost
hear the voices of those who once called this place home—stories woven into the very stone that has
withstood the test of time.

Trim’s History

Built between 1176 and 1220, Trim Castle is not only Ireland’s largest and best-preserved Anglo-
Norman fortification but also one of the most impressive medieval structures in the country. With more
than 800 years of history behind it, the castle stands as a testament to the power and influence of the
Anglo-Normans in Ireland.

From the moment construction began, shortly after the arrival of the Anglo-Normans, Trim Castle was
designed to be a symbol of strength and control. Positioned strategically at the edge of the Pale—an
area under English control—it loomed over the surrounding landscape as a defensive stronghold. Its
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location near the hostile, Gaelic Irish heartlands made it a crucial outpost in the Anglo-Norman effort to
secure their hold on Ireland.

Over the centuries, the castle has withstood countless sieges, political turmoil, and shifts in power. Yet,
it remains one of the most remarkable examples of medieval military architecture in Ireland. From its
towering keep to its complex system of walls and towers, Trim Castle tells the story of a turbulent era in
Irish history. An era marked by conquest, resistance, and enduring legacies.

Hugh de Lacy

Construction of Trim Castle began in 1176 under the direction of Hugh de Lacy and his son, Walter,
and it would take more than 30 years to complete. The castle’s origins trace back to a pivotal moment
in Irish history, when King Henry II of England, in 1172, granted Hugh de Lacy the Liberty of Meath—a
large and strategically significant area in the heart of Ireland.

This move was a direct response to the growing power of Strongbow (Richard de Clare), the 2nd Earl
of Pembroke, who had played a crucial role in the Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland. King Henry
feared that Strongbow might carve out his kingdom in Ireland, rivaling the authority of the crown. To
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curtail Strongbow’s ambitions, the King gave de Lacy control of Meath and Dublin. The goal was to
limit the Earl’s power and secure English dominance over the region.

Hugh de Lacy, however, was not exactly a model of nobility. Known for his rough reputation and
notorious womanizing, he was far from a saint. In fact, the King grew increasingly wary of Hugh’s
ambitions as he feared de Lacy might try to seize even more power—possibly even aiming to crown
himself King of his newly acquired territories. This growing suspicion would come to a tragic end in
1186 when Hugh met his demise. He was slain by an Irish nobleman, who killed him with a single
strike of an axe. This violent end marked the tragic and abrupt end of de Lacy’s rule. Trim Castle—his
great legacy—would stand as a lasting symbol of both his ambition and his tumultuous life.

The Construction

The site for Trim Castle was carefully chosen for its strategic advantages. Situated on elevated ground,
it commands a commanding view of the River Boyne’s fording point—an essential crossing on the
route between the Irish interior and the coast. The river, which is navigable for a considerable stretch,
lies just 25 miles from the Irish Sea, making it an essential waterway for trade and military movement.

The first structure built on the site was a timber castle, erected soon after Hugh de Lacy was granted
control of the area. However, this early wooden fortification was short-lived, as it was destroyed in an
attack. Undeterred, Hugh de Lacy and his son, Walter, began construction of the imposing stone
structure we see today.
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The centerpiece of the castle is the massive 20-sided cruciform Keep—often referred to as the Great
Tower. This imposing structure, with its nine-foot-thick walls, is not only a symbol of Norman military
power but also a testament to innovative design. The cruciform shape of the Keep was a uniquefeature
for its time, setting it apart from other Norman castles and providing a more robust, moredefensible
structure. The design allowed for better defense, with multiple vantage points and a layoutthat
maximized the use of space within the fortress. This bold architectural choice reflects the ambitionand
vision of Hugh de Lacy, who sought to build not just a military stronghold but a lasting symbol of
Norman presence and authority in Ireland.

Learn more about castle structures on our Castle Hunters page here.

When Hugh de Lacy died in 1186, his son Walter inherited the title of Lord of Meath and took on the
task of continuing the work his father had started. Walter made significant additions to the castle,
including the construction of a protective ditch, a moat, and expansive curtain walls. These defensive
features encircled the castle and created a formidable perimeter around the fortress. The curtain walls,
punctuated by several watchful towers and two main entry gates, enclosed a fortified area of
approximately three acres.

While Trim Castle was primarily built for military defense, it also served as a home for many families
over the centuries. The castle’s imposing structure, with its thick stone walls and strategic design,
made it a symbol of power and permanence. It wasn’t just a stronghold; it was a statement. To the
outside world, Trim Castle stood as an indomitable symbol of Anglo-Norman authority in Ireland. Its
sheer scale and impenetrable design sent a clear message: the Anglo-Normans were not only here to
stay, but they had the strength to defend their territory against any threat.

Hollywood comes to Trim Castle

Trim Castle may look familiar to some visitors, especially those with a keen eye for movie history. The
castle has appeared on the big screen in a few notable films, the most famous being Braveheart
(1995), directed by Mel Gibson. Trim Castle served as the walled town of York in several key scenes,
including the dramatic moments when William Wallace (Gibson) is betrayed. The imposing stone walls
and sweeping vistas of the surrounding countryside made it the perfect stand-in for 13th-century
Scotland. Additionally, scenes set in London were also filmed at Trim, further cementing its status as a
historical location used to evoke medieval Europe.

Before its Braveheart fame, Trim Castle also made a brief appearance in The Big Red One (1980), a
World War II film starring Mark Hamill. Although the castle’s connection to this film is less well-known, it
was still part of the location mix that helped bring this war epic to life.

The Town of Trim
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Town of Trim

Trim is the very essence of quaint Irish charm, nestled in County Meath. With a population of around
10,000 people, it’s a small town that immediately captures your heart with its welcoming atmosphere.
The streets are lined with colorful buildings, each with its character, offering a cozy, intimate feel that
invites you to explore at a leisurely pace. The town boasts a beautiful selection of pubs and local
shops, where you can stop for a pint, browse for unique gifts, or soak in the local culture. Whether
you’re in the mood for a hearty meal or a casual snack, there are plenty of great spots to eat, and
many offer take-out options if you want to enjoy a picnic by the River Boyne.

After visiting Trim Castle, take some time to explore the town further. Exit the main castle grounds and
head north along the scenic river trail. The walk itself is peaceful and picturesque, offering views of the
river and surrounding countryside. As you stroll, you’ll eventually reach a charming bridge that spans
the Boyne, which leads you to the impressive ruins of St. Mary’s Abbey. The 14th-century Abbey’s
weathered stonework tells a story of centuries gone by. The towering Yellow Tower, standing at 130
feet, is impossible to miss and adds a striking element to the landscape.
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We wish we had given it more time

If you have some extra time, we recommend a relaxed 20-minute walk further along the river trail, past
the historic stone sheep gate, to the ruins of the Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul. This peaceful spot
offers excellent views of the surrounding area and a quiet place to reflect. The serene atmosphere
makes it a perfect location to take a moment to appreciate the history and beauty of Trim.

A short walk across the river takes you to the Priory of St. John the Baptist, another tranquil and
picturesque site worth exploring. The priory is nestled in a quiet, leafy corner of Trim, offering a sense
of calm that complements the magical, timeless feeling that seems to hang over the entire town.
Whether you’re soaking in the history, walking along the river, or simply enjoying the peaceful
surroundings, Trim offers an unforgettable experience of rural Irish life at its finest.

Winding up your visit
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St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Trim, Ireland

Before leaving Trim, be sure to take a moment to explore some of the town’s historic churches,
especially the stunning St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The cathedral, initially founded in 433, has undergone
multiple reconstructions over the centuries. The current structure stands as a blend of history and
craftsmanship, with the tower on the west side dating back to the mid-14th century. Restoration of the
rest of the building was done in 1803. In 1955, it received the designation of a cathedral. Inside, the
cathedral boasts a breathtaking interior with dramatic stained glass windows, including the striking
west window, which adds a vibrant splash of color to the serene space. It’s a peaceful place to reflect,
and its rich history makes it a must-see.

If you’re looking for a cozy spot to unwind before you leave, we highly recommend a stop at Marcie 
Regan’s Pub (pictured in our gallery below). This welcoming and authentic local pub offers a warm,
inviting atmosphere where you can enjoy a perfectly poured pint of beer and relax. It’s a great place to
absorb the views of the town as you wind down your visit. Strike up a conversation with one of the
locals—you never know, you might be lucky enough to hear an impromptu performance of traditional
Irish music. The charm of the place, coupled with its relaxed vibe, makes it the ideal spot to finish off
your time in Trim.

Of course, there is shopping

Make sure to check out the local shops. Trim has a wonderful selection of stores where you can pick
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up some fun Irish apparel, souvenirs, and tasty snacks for the road. Whether you’re looking for a cozy
wool sweater, a traditional Irish cap, or some local delicacies, you’re sure to find something special to
take home.

For more details on everything to do in Trim, be sure to check out our infobox (click here to go to the
box), which includes all the must-see sights, dining spots, and activities to make the most of your visit
to this charming town.

Where to stay when visiting the Trim area

We were passing through Trim on the way to Galway. The area looked so quaint that it would have
been lovely to stay for a night or two. The links below provide information on various accommodations
in the area.

Reflection

Trim is a place of undeniable charm and beauty, offering a window into the rich history and culture of
Ireland. From its stunning castle to the peaceful streets lined with colorful buildings, this town
captivates visitors at every turn. With festivals and events happening throughout the year, there’s
always something to experience here. Whether you’re enjoying the local music, tasting Irish fare, or
exploring its historic landmarks, it’s easy to see why iconic films like Braveheart and The Big Red One
chose Trim as a cinematic backdrop.

Trim is the perfect starting point for anyone eager to discover the wonders of Ireland. Situated in
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County Meath, it offers not only a deep dive into Irish history and heritage but also serves as a gateway
to many more extraordinary sites. From the ancient ruins of the Hill of Tara to the countless castles
dotting the landscape, the region is rich with stories awaiting discovery. Every corner of Trim and its
surroundings invites you to explore, learn, and immerse yourself in the magic of Ireland. Whether it’s
the captivating past or the enchanting landscapes, one visit is never enough. Trim will inspire you to
return time after time.

Check opening times at Trim Castle’s Official Website HERE.

  

Top to-do’s in Trim, Ireland

The town of Trim has a population of about 10,000 people. It is lovely in its simplicity but has a lot of
personality within. Trim is Irish to the core. It has a beautiful collection of medieval buildings, including,
of course, Trim Castle. Whether passing through for a quick visit or staying for a day or two, it will be
well worth the stop. Make the time to visit many excellent pubs and grab a pint.

Trim Castle 

The main attraction in Trim is also known as St John’s Castle. It is the largest Anglo-Norman Castle in
Ireland. The Castle sits at the highest central point of the town and borders the river. There are
extensive fortress grounds with many sites beyond the main Castle. The central fortification is an
impressive three-story keep. It is a 20-sided tower, which is shaped in a cruciform, that was
impenetrable by enemies. You can easily give Trim Castle two solid hours, especially if you take the 45-
minute tour. Going to the top of the Castle Keep offers spectacular views of the village of Trim and the
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local landscape—a picture-perfect spot.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral

The cathedral is located on a historic site with a 15th-century stone tower. The church was built in 1803
with a striking steeple and a beautiful interior. Trim’s town commissioned it to honor the first Duke of
Wellington, Arthur Wellesley, born in Trim. If you can take in a mass at this gorgeous Cathedral to do
so, no matter your faith. The Irish are deeply religious people who are passionate about their Catholic
roots. It is a privilege to share and see that firsthand, and it is a powerful experience.

River Boyle Walk

Take a beautiful river walk around some of the best heritage sites available near the Village of Trim.
Highlights along this path include Trim Castle, the river landscape, Sheep Gate, St Mark Abbey’s ruins,
Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul, Newton Cemetery and Abbey, Priory of St John the Baptist, St
Peter’s Bridge, and the Victorine Friary. The path strolls past many sheep grazing, making it the ideal
Irish setting.

The Sheep Gate

It is a stone gate north of the river Boyne. The only remaining gate of five that once gave access to the
village of Trim. It is named the sheep gate as a toll that was charged for sheep to pass through to the
market.

St Mary’s Augustine Abbey

St Mary’s Ruin is located on the North bank of the River Boyne. The Abbey is a former house of
Augustinian canons dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. The 130-foot yellow steeple is the most famous
ruin in the Abbey. Built in 1368, it served as the Abbey’s bell tower.

Priory of St John The Baptist 

An ancient ruin sits about 1 mile east of Trim village on the River Boyne’s south bank. It dates back to
1281. Among the remains is a church with a nave, chancel, and a sizeable three-light window in the
east wall. A part of a two-story building and a 15th–16th-century wall with a corner turret remain.

The Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul and Newton Cemetery 

It is a medieval cathedral with a fascinating cemetery. The tomb of the Jealous Man and Woman,
Effigies of Sir Lucas Dillon and Lady Jane Bathe, is in Newtown Cemetery. Only part of the original
nave and chancel of this largest Gothic Church in Ireland remain. Sir Lucas Dillon’s tomb is named the
tomb of the ‘Jealous Man and Woman’ since its two stone figures do not touch each other at all. Also,
the sword of state separates the two graves.

Cistercian Abbey 

The Cistercian abbey on the River Boyle was founded in 1147. The well-preserved remaining structure

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 15
Footer Tagline



dates to the 15th century and includes the church, chapter house, and cloister. The impressive cloister
ruins have gothic arches typical of Cistercian architecture. There is a maze of pathways with deadends
and cut-off staircases. Several movies, such as The Last Duel and Braveheart, have been filmed there.
There is a nearby parking lot, as this site is registered with the National Monuments of Ireland.

Trim

Our Trim Castle Photo Gallery

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 16
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 17
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 18
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 19
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 20
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 21
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 22
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 23
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 24
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 25
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 26
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 27
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 28
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 29
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 30
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 31
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 32
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 33
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 34
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 35
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 36
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 37
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 38
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 39
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 40
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 41
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 42
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 43
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 44
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 45
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 46
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 47
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 48
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 49
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 50
Footer Tagline



Another great stop in Ireland is the Rock of Cashel; check out our article to plan your visit.
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